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Abstract. The holotype of Oligophryne fungivoroides R o h d e n d o r f  is revised. A new 
species, Oligophryne britannica from the Lower Jurassic locality Charmouth (Great 
Britain, Dorset) is described. The systematic position of the fossil family Oligophrynei- 
dae within the Oligoneura Brachycera is documented.
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INTRODUCTION

The family Oligophrynidae was established by ROHDENDORF (1962) on the basis o f a 
fragmentary isolated wing o f Oligophryne fungivoroides ROHDENDORF (Fig. 1) from the 
Lower Liassic (probably Sinemurian) o f Issyk-Kul, locality Sogjuty. (According to ICZN  
the family name Oligophryneidae ROHDENDORF, 1962 is emended to Oligophrynidae). 
The age o f this locality was earlier dated at Rhaetian (Upper Triassic) (ROHDENDORF, 
1957), but paleobotanical evidence indicated a younger, Lower Liassic age (Gen k in a , 
1966). The family Oligophrynidae was placed by ROHDENDORF (1962, 1964, 1974) in 
the Diptera Nematocera and considered to stay close to the Anisopodidae (now: Anisopo­
domorpha; Krzem iński 1992). A morim  (1992) without revising the holotype o f O. 
fungivoroides, published his own interpretation of Ro h d en d o r f’s original drawing, 
adding further mistakes to those made by Roh dendo rf  (Fig. 2), and classified it on this 
basis to the infraorder Axymyiomorpha. (The phylogeny o f this group is presented in 
Krzem ińska  et al., 1993).

A second representative of the family Oligophrynidae, Oligophryne britannica sp. n., 
was found in the Lower Jurassic of Dorset (England) by the first author.


