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A new species of Cheilotrichia (Empeda) from the Sakhalin 
amber (Diptera, Limoniidae)
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Abstract. Cheilotrichia (Empeda) palaeocenica, sp. n., from the palaeocene amber of 
Sakhalin is described and illustrated. This is the oldest representative of the genus.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Cheilotrichia EDWARDS comprises ca. 100 Recent species, distributed over 
all continents, except for Antarctida. It consists of two subgenera, Cheilotrichia Ed w . 
s. str. and Empeda OSTEN-SACKEN; the latter comprising over 80 Recent species.

The first fossil species was described by M EUNIER ( 1899) from the Baltic amber (Upper 
Eocene). A l e x a n d e r  (1931) found in Baltic amber further 8 species, all belonging the 
subgenus Cheilotrichia (Empeda). Two species of this subgenus were described from Isle 
of Wight (Oligocene) by COCKERELL (1921). The species described below comes from 
Sakhalin amber (Far East Russia).

The Sakhalin amber has been collected in Starodubskoe at seashore, so its age is not 
exactly known; according to ZHERYKHIN (1978) its fauna seems to be more ancient than 
that of the Baltic amber (supposedly Palaeocene). In 1991 amber was also discovered in 
coal-bearing deposits of Nizhnaya Duika Formation (Palaeocene) on the Naiba River; it 
is similar with, and probably identical to, the resins from Starodubskoe which come 
Probably from the same source. (V. V. ZHERYKHIN, personal comm.).








