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Abstract. Psammorpha lawrencei gen.n., sp.n, from Christmas Isl. (Indian Ocean) is 
described, three other species are recorded. Notes on the affinities of the new genus based 
on the morphology of related taxa are provided.
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INTRODUCTION

The material of Aphodiinae collected by members of the staff of the Australian National 
Insect Collection in Canberra, includes the small series of specimens coming from 
Christmas Island (Settlement of Singapore) in the Indian Ocean. Among these specimens, 
the tribe Eupariini is represented by largely distributed species Saprosites pygmaeus 
H a r o l d  and Ataenius orbicularis A. SCHMIDT, the tribe Psammodiini by Rhyssemus 
inscitus (W ALKER) and by member of the new genus described herein.

No species of Aphodiinae was hitherto reported from Christmas Isl. and relatively little
is known about the fauna of other archipelagos, particularly of the smaller islands varying 
in size and isolation. A number of species were recently recorded and described from 
Leyte Isl. in the Philippine archipelago (STEBNICKA 1993). Probably most of the species 
now found in these islands have been introduced by man, however, some species are 
undoubtedly endemic, descendents of long extinct emigrant progenitors.

The genus described below has a number of the character states that are open to various 
interpretations. A brief analysis of some of the characters follows the descriptive section. 
This analysis includes a comparison with four genera of Psammodiini: Aphodopsammo- 
bius E n d r o d i ,  Tesarius R a k o v i ć , Rhyssemus MULSANT (sensu lato) and Diastictus 
M u l s a n t  (sensu P i t t i n o  &  M a r i a n i ,  1986).












