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Abstract. The predaceous midges of the subgenus Isohelea of Brachypogon from Poland 
are described, illustrated, interpreted, and a key is provided for their recognition. The 
Polish fauna includes 10 species, five of which are new: Brachypogon (Isohelea) 
babiogorensis, B. (/.) beskidicus, B. (I.) bialoviesicus, B. (/.) carpaticus, and (/.) zavoicus. 
Helea thienemanni M a y e r  is recognized as a junior synonym of Trishelea incompleta 
KlEFFER (NEW  SYNONYMY). Brachypogon (Isohelea) hudjakovi (Re m m ) is recorded 
from Central Europe. Brachypogon (Isohelea) perpusillus (Ed w a r d s ), previously recor­
ded from Poland, apparently is not a member of the fauna of that country. Trishelea 
incompleta K ie ffe r  is resurrected from synonymy with Psilohelea perpusilla E d w a r d s , 
and a neotype is designated for it.
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Brachypogon is a moderately large genus of small predaceous midges of nearly 
worldwide distribution containing almost 100 extant species. Females prey on Chirono­
midae ( E d w a r d s  1923; D o w n e s  1978), but in Europe, only B. (/.) nitidulus ( E d w a r d s )  

has been recorded feeding on Orthocladius ribicundus (M EIGEN) (EDWARDS 1923). 
E d w a r d s  (1926) observed that B.(I.) nitidulus and B.(I.) sociabilis ( G o e t g h e b u e r )  fly 
in swarms in hot sun, and SZADZIEWSKI &  KRZYWIŃSKI (1988) found adults of both sexes 
to be common on umbelliferous flowers. Larvae of B. (Isohelea) live in small pools at the 
margins of lakes and rivers or in waters associated with peat bogs and are good swimmers 
( M a y e r  1940; G l u c h o v a  1979). Pupae are barely able to cling to the surface tension of 
the water and can survive under water for long periods of time (GLUCHOVA 1979).
































































