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Abstract. Twenty-nine known Peruvian species are listed o f which 16 are described as 
new and the fauna o f this country is compared with the faunas of better known South 
American countries. The descriptions of two new Bolivian species are also given.
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The Neotropical Cochylini fauna is not sufficiently well known nor has it been regularly 
studied and so each collection provides many new data. Only the faunas of Brazil and 
Mexico have been studied more closely, but the preliminary reports published so far 
concern merely the Brazilian (RAZOWSKI & BECKER, 1983, 1993) and Costa Rican 
(R a z o w s k i , 1992) Cochylini. The Cochylini of the Eastern parts of the South American 
continent are much better known than those of the Central and Western areas. Only ZELLER 
(1877) described several species from Colombia and CLARKE (1968) added a few new 
taxa from Peru and Bolivia. The remaining few western species were described by 
MEYRICK or, recently, by me. The Cochylini of Peru were practically unknown, as only
13 species have been found there to date. The collecting trips has not been undertaken in 
the recent years or returned without any material (that of my institute was robbed by 
"Sendero luminoso" during its returning way after 4-month field work in 1990). Thus the 
material collected by Dr. Ole KARLSHOLT in 1987 is the only fairly large collection of 
these moths from Peru. It consists of ca 50 specimens of which 16 are now described as 
new. The discovery of only 9 already known species in this material speaks how poor our 
knowledge of the cochyls of this area is. The fauna of Peru is now represented by only 29 
species and 8 genera. As it was expected two genera, Phalonidia and Saphenista are the 
most abundant, being represented by 13 and 8 species, respectively (for comparison their 
numbers are: in Brazil 23 and 5 and in Costa Rica 2 and 12 against 25 and 45 species 
known from the region). Phalonidia is the most widely distributed cochyline genus as it 
is unknown only from the Etiopian and Australian regions. In the Palaearctic subregion


