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Abstract. The investigation was carried out mainly in forest communities in 1984-1992. 
A total o f 462 species (1910 specimens) of the family Ichneumonidae were collected, 
including 39 species new to the fauna o f Poland. New trophic relations between 10 
parasitoid species and 13 host species were established.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Ichneumonidae are one of the largest animal groups. This family includes more 
species than any other family and even more than the entire subphylum Vertebrata. In 
some parts of the world the Ichneumonidae form five to eight percent of all the insect 
species. As parasites of other insects, they are a major factor in the control of insect 
populations in gardens, orchards and forests (KAŹMIERCZAK 1973, 1979, 1981, 1982, 
1991,1992; TOWNES 1969).

The objective of this investigation was to determine the species composition of 
Ichneumonidae, to establish trophic relations between parasitoids and hosts, and to 
distinguish zoogeographical elements.

These investigations were carried out in 1984-1992 in the selected regions of Southern 
Poland (Fig. 1): the Wodzisław Ridge (Kołków, Chroberz), Miechów Upland (Klonów, 
Kalina Wielka), Wójczańsko-Pińczowski Ridge (Bogucice), Sandomierska Basin (Kos- 
trze, Niepołomice Forest), Lublin Upland (Tuczapy), Pieniny Mountains (Stolarzówka, 
Kurnikówka, Trzy Korony), the Little Beskids (Andrychów region, nature reserve Mado- 
hora), Sądecki Beskid (Krynica region) and Dukla Pass.

The Ichneumonidae were collected in the following plant communities: fresh mixed 
forest (Chroberz, 305 m above sea-level, Klonów, 385 m a.s.l.), upland mixed forest
























































































