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Abstract. Common and distinguishing features o f the orthopteran faunas and com ­
munities o f  the northern parts o f the Carpathians, the Caucasus, and Altai are described 
in connection with their historical roots. Altitudinal types o f communities are charac­
terized.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The orthopteran faunas of the northern parts of the Carpathians, the Caucasus and Altai 
have been comparatively well studied (BARANOV, BEY-BlENKO 1926; KOPANEVA 1963; 
BAZYLUK1971,1978; CEJCHAN 1986; SERGEEV etal. 1988). Each of them includes about 
45-70 species. Their species compositions suggest their belonging to the Palaearctic 
(SERGEEV 1986,1991). But certa inly all the three faunas have some peculiar features each, 
which are connected with distance and history. That shows their being representatives of 
different parts of the Palaearctic. On the other hand, these three regions are fairly similar 
in their natural conditions: well marked altitudinal zonality (belting), heavy precipitation, 
comparatively warm summer, prevalence of forests. As a result the structure of orthopteran 
communities may be of the same sort not only in each region but also in similar biotopes 
of different regions. In this connection, it is interesting to discuss the problems of 
zoogeographical relations of these Palaearctic regions.
















