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Abstract. In 1979-1987 six oligochaete species were collected from 13 new localities of 
their occurrence in Cyprus. The poverty o f the Oligochaetofauna in Cyprus is connected 
with geological and climatic circumstances.

Key words: Oligochaeta, Acanthodrilidae, Lumbricidae, Cyprus.

MiCHALIS K., Aristoteleio University o f Thessaloniki, Department o f Zoology, Box 134, 
GR-54006 Thessaloniki, Greece.

I. INTRODUCTION

Cyprus lies in the north-eastern region of the eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea.

The expansion of the Oligochaeta took place in Europe in the Miocene (OM ODEO  

1952). According to OMODEO (o.c.), the distribution of the Oligochaeta in Cyprus 
represents another, "Syriano-Anatolico-Egean" type. OM ODEO (o. c.) sets up the boun
daries of the area of this type of distribution as follows: in the north the boundary begins 
on beyond the Aegean Sea or in the southern extension of the Armenian Plateau, where 
various endemic species of the Caucasus and Transcaucasia live. In the south the boundary 
runs in Palestine and the Sinai Peninsula. The eastern boundary is not very well defined 
and the western one is not mentioned at all by the author. In OM O DEO ’s  (1952) opinion, 
the area of the second type of distribution of the Oligochaeta in Europe is well known 
only in a few regions, such as Greece, in Syria and Palestine. Nothing is known of it in 
some other countries, e.g. Jordan, Iran, Cyprus.

It is interesting that many species abundant in the Balkan Peninsula and all over Europe 
do not occur in Cyprus.

The aim of this study is to explain as thoroughly as possible the specific nature of the 
Oligochaetofauna of Cyprus.












