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Criodrilus lacuum HOFFMEISTER, 1845 (Oligochaeta: 
Criodrilidae) -  earthworm species new to Greece
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Abstract. Among the numerous memebers o f the Oligochaeta  from northern Greece there 
were also some specimens o f C riodrilus lacuum HOFFMEISTER, 1845 found at 2 localities 
in the Thessaloniki and Serrae Provinces. This species, new to Greece, occurs in very 
damp soil with dense vegetation. A new description o f this species includes its both 
external and internal features.
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I. INTRODUCTION

During the faunistic and the ecological studies carried out in various regions of northern 
Greece, especially in the Thessaloniki, Kilkis and Kozani Provinces, many specimens of 
the Oligochaeta from the families Lumbricidae and Acanthofrilidae and some specimens 
from the family Criodilidae were collected and identified. The family Criodrilidae 
contains only one species, Criodrilus lacuum HOFFMEISTER, 1845. It is the first time that 
this species has been found in Greece. Its presence in this country is very interesting.

Various authors write about the presence of Criodrilus lacuum in Syria, Palestine, 
Lebanon, South Russia, Hungary, Austria, Germany and Italy (MlCHAELSEN 1900). POP 
(1949) reports it from Rumania and WlLCKE (1968), in addition to the above-mentioned 
regions, from the Ukraine, Czech and the Balkans. This last author, however, refers to the 
Balkans without giving exact places of collection. PEREL (1979) recorded this species in 
various regions of the former U. S. S. R., i. e. in the Ukraine, Moldovia and Latvia. The 
specimens of Criodrilus lacuum taken in various parts of Hungary are stored in the rich 
collections of the Laboratory of Systematics and Ecology, the Eöstvös Lorand University 
in Budapest; its director, Prof. A. ZlCSI, is a well-known oligochaetologist. During my
















