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Abstract. A nsorgiidae  fam. n., with Ansorgia praedicta  gen. et sp. n., are described and 
illustrated and their phylogenetical relations are discussed; the new family shows 
characters linking Tanyderidae and Eoptychopteridae.
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The superfamily Ptychopteroidea, enclosing families Tanyderidae and Ptychopteri­
dae, was created by HENNIG (1973). In the first volume of the Manual of Nearctic Diptera 
the Tanyderidae, at a higher rank of a superfamily was transfered to the infraorder 
Tipulomorpha (MC ALPINE et al. 1981). This change however seemed not satisfactory to 
the authors and in the third volume the HENNIG’s idea of combining both families in one 
higher taxon was again undertaken by WOOD and BORKENT (1989), who created for them 
the infraorder Ptychopteromorpha. KRZEMIŃSKI (1992), in recognition of a special 
Position of the Tanyderidae in the phylogeny of the entire Diptera, distinguished this 
family as a separate infraorder and left in the Ptychopteromorpha the Recent Ptychopteri­
dae and their direct ancestor, a fossil family Eoptychopteridae (known since the Upper 
Triassic and probably being extinct in the Lower Cretaceous).

In the Upper Jurassic materials from Karatau (Kazakhstan, south-western Asia) two 
males were found; their wing venation resembles both the Tanyderidae and the Eopty- 
chopteridae. This unique set of characters (presented below) deserves separating them in 
a new family, Ansorgiidae. However, the absence of a long, radial vein R2 terminating in 
the costa (characteristic for the Tanyderidae) allows to place the new family in the 
infraorder Ptychopteromorpha, together with the Ptychopteridae and Eoptychopteridae.








