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Abstract. A  new genus o f the peculiar carnivorous bug, E m piploiariola, subfamily 
Emesinae, with one fossil species, Empiploiariola inermis n. sp. (H eteroptera, R edu
viidae) from Dominican amber, supposedly from Lower M iocene of Haiti/Hispaniola, is 
described. E m piploiario la  joins the tribe P lo iario lin i, which also is discussed in the 
paper.
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INTRODUCTION

Our knowledge of the fossil record of the Reduviidae from amber is expanding, among 
them Emesinae are most numerous, almost all of them from Dominican amber (SPAHR 
1988), except for two underscribed Emesinae from Baltic amber (see below). Till now, 
several emesines, including the new genus and the species presented, have been described 
from Dominican amber; Malacopus wygodzinsky POPOV 1987a, Empicoris copal POPOV 
1987b, Alumeda nigricans POPOV 1989, Alumeda dominicana POPOV 1989, Alumeda 
antilliana P o p o v  1989, and Empiploiariola inermis n. gen. et sp. All these emesines 
belong to the tribe Ploiariolini.

According to stratigraphie and foraminiferal analysis by BARONI-URBANI and 
S a u n d e r s  (1982), the age of Dominican amber is generally considered Early Miocene, 
about 20 to 30 million years. However, ambers from different mines in the Dominican 
Republic are not uniform and consequently the age of these deposits may be of 25 million 
to 40 million years (LAMBERT et al. 1985). The age of amber from La Toca is also believed 
to be 30 to 40 million years (SCHLEE 1990), i.e. the La Toca mine from which the inclusion 
in question originates, is one of the oldest (Lower Oligocene -  Upper Eocene).




















