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Abstract. Tetracanthella afurcata caucasica  STACH, 1947 is redescribed as the species 
Tetracanthella caucasica STACH, 1947.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Several individuals belonging to the genus Tetracanthella SCHÖTT, 1891 were found 
in material from Caucasus. This material corresponds to STACH’s (1947) description of 
Tetracanthella afurcata caucasica. Unfortunately, its description is very brief and so in 
the genus revision DEHARVENG (1987) placed this taxon among the species inquirenda. 
I found the type material of T. afurcata caucasica deposited at the Institute of Systematics 
and Evolution of Animals, Polish Academy of Sciences in Kraków. A study of the types 
and material found by me in the Caucasus showed that they are identical and led me to 
the conclusion that T. caucasica is a good species.

I wish to express my sincerest thanks to Prof. Dr. Andrzej SZEPTYCKI and Dr. Wanda 
M. WEINER (Krakow) for the loan of type material, Dr. J. RUSEK, Dr Sc. (Ceské 
Budéjovice) for critical comments and Prof. Dr. L. DEHARVENG (Toulouse) for his 
valuable remarks and the material of T. clandestina.

Tetracanthella caucasica STACH, 1 9 4 7 , status nov.

Tetracanthella afurcata caucasica : STACH 1947

D i a g n o s i s .  Body 1 - 1 .2  mm long, dark grey. Large smooth plates on tergites of 
abdomen (plages lisses sensu DEHARVENG 1 9 8 7 )  absent. Number of eyes 8 + 8 .  Sensilla 5’ 

on third antennal segment present in males. Outer lobe of maxilla with three sublobal hairs.
















