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Abstract. The history of the Cranefly Recording Scheme covering Great Britain and 
Ireland is reviewed, a period of over 20 years since inception. The scheme has acted as 
a catalyst in the study o f cranefies and other Diptera, including the participation o f many 
amateurs. The British list has grown and knowledge o f the distribution and ecology o f  
spccies increased substantially. The application o f the scheme to conservation objectives 
is discussed.
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Brita in has had a long tradition of amateurs studying the insect fauna, including Diptera. 
The way in which this activity has been encouraged and co-ordinated to improve knowl
edge of craneflies is discussed.

In the late 1960’s I drew together the available data on Ptychoptera as a pilot study to 
see whether a cranefly recording scheme was a viable proposition. One thousand records 
were readily assembled from the literature, major museum collections and from my own 
and other people’s records. Maps were plotted using the 10 km square grid as promoted 
by the Biological Records Centre (which had just begun to cover insects, following 
publication of a plant atlas). It was clear that worthwhile maps, and an advance in 
ecological understanding of distribution, was a reasonable goal even if 1 0 0 % coverage of 
the British Isles was not possible.

There were at least 6  keen cranefly workers in Britain at that time. Dr R.I. V a n e - W r i g h t  

and A.M. H UTSON at the British Museum were enthusiastic and joined with me (then an 
amateur) to start a Cranefly Recording Scheme covering Ptychopteridae, Tipulidae (broad 
sense), Trichoceridae and Anisopodidae. The latter two families were regarded as Tipuloidea 
on the British list at that time (they may not have otherwise been included, especially since 
the Trichoceridae had taxonomic problems that none of us were wishing to face). By the time 
the Biological Records Centre had produced record cards, it was 1973 that the scheme begun.








