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Limoniidae (Diptera, Nematocera) from Dominican amber. 
I. Genus Molophilus C u r t i s , 1833

KRZEMIŃSKI W. 1992. Limoniidae(Diptera,Nematocera) from Dominican amber. Genus 
M olophilus CURTIS 1833. Acta zool, cracov., 35(1): 107-111.

Abstract. A  new subgenus, M iomolophilus, with one fossil species, M olophilus (M io­
molophilus) theischingeri n. sp. (Diptera, Limoniidae) from Dominican amber (Lower 
M iocene) is described. This is the first fossil known for this genus.
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Dominican amber was first recorded by Christopher CO LUM BUS in 1494-96 (H A L E  

1891). Its age is generally accepted to be Lower Miocene (B A R O N I-U R B A N I &  SA NDER S  

1980) and estimated at 20 - 30 million years. However, LAM BERT et al. (1985) proved that 
this amber is not uniform and varies according to its place of origin: consequently, its age 
may vary from 15 - 40 million years. Unfortunately, in the museum collections available 
to me, the localities are not mentioned and the specimens are labeled merely as "Dominican 
amber".

I had the opportunity to study two collections of Limoniidae in Dominican amber: from 
the American Museum of Natural History in New York (AMNH) (18 specimens) and the 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. (SI) (34 specimens). The genera represented 
are listed below.
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INTRODUCTION

Limoniidae AMNH SI

1. Austrolimnophila ALEXANDER .

2. Dicranomyia (s. lato) STEPHENS

3. Elephantomyia OSTEN-SACKEN

0  specimens . . 1 specimen 
8  specimens . . 7 specimens
0  specimens . . 1 specimen












