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Abstract. The genus Paracladura BRUNETTI is raised to a subfamily rank within the
family Trichoceridae on basis of the morphological features (wing, tarsus, pleurytes, and
female genitalia) that separate this group from other members of the family. The species
are divided into two groups according to the wing features and Australian Region appears
to be a probable genetic centre of the subfamily.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Paracladura was described by BRUNETTI (1911) and comprises recently
30specics. The characters discerning this genus from other Trichoceridac are: a very short
first tarsal segment, tibial spurs absent, one large spermatheca and wing venation charac-
ters. To this list also the size and shape of meron can be added. All thosc fcatures scparate
this genus from the other members of the family and I proposc to raise its rank to a
subfamily. Thus the family Trichoceridac comprises two subfamilies: Trichocerinac (with
the gencra: Trichocera MEIGEN, Diazosma BERGROTH, Nothotrichocera ALEXANDER -
also sec DAIIL 1992, this issuc) and Paracladurinac (with single genus Paracladura
BRUNETTI).

Materials. The following types and other specimens were borowed from the ALEXANDERs collection in
the Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. (abbreviated: SI) and from the Natural History Muscum, British
Museum in London (NHM): Paracladura aperta ALEXANDER, 1922 - holotype, & (SI), chilensis ALEXANDER,
1924 - holotype, o (NHM), complicata ALEXANDER, 1924 - holotype, & (SI) and o' specimen (NIIM), cuneata
ALEXANDER, 1928 - holotype, o (SI), curtisi ALEXANDER, 1924 - paratype, o (SI) and o specimen (NIIM),
decussata ALEXANDER, 1924 - holotype, & (SI), edwardsi ALEXANDER, 1929 - holotype, o (NIIM), harrisi
ALEXANDER, 1924 - holotype, (SI), lowesi (ALEXANDER), 1923 - holotype, o(SI), kumaonensis ALEXANDER,
1959 - holotype, o (SI), latipennis ALEXANDER, 1930 - holotype, o (SI), lobifera (ALEXANDER), 1922 -
holotype, & (SI), lyrifera (ALEXANDER), 1923 - o specimen (NHM), macrotrichiata (ALEXANDER), 1922 -
wing fragment (NHM), maori (ALEXANDER), 1921 - ca. 15 dd and ¢ (NHM), obtusicornis (ALEXANDER),



