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Abstract. T he m onotypie genus Kawasem yia  ALEXANDER 1952 is found to be invalid. 
The species Trichocera imanishii (TOKUNAGA) on which the genus, and later the 
subfam ily Kaw asem yiinae ALEXANDER 1969 were founded, is a polym orphic subapter­
ous, high m ountainous species, which belongs to the genus Trichocera.
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Wing venation, antennal morphology, the simple dististyle of the hypopygium and the 
unique ovipositor shape characterize the adults of the family Trichoceridae. The original 
description of the species in question, imanishii (TO K U NAG A) was based on females and 
placed in the genus Alfredia (TO K U NAG A 1935). It was referred to as a "subapterous 
trichocerid fly", and published along with two other newly described limoniid spccies. 
The genus affiliation later was recognized as wrong by TO K U NAG A and the spccies 
subsequently placed in the genus Trichocera (TO K U NAG A 1936,1938). The female types 
of imanishii (T O K U N A G A ), kept in alcohol, have not been preserved in the Kyoto 
collections as stated in the original description. I have evidence (M . TO K U N A G A  and Y .  

H lR ASH IM A in lilt.) that the material has been placed in the Kyushu University, Entomo­
logical Laboratory at Fukuoka. But recent inquieries have not resulted in an answer. 
A l e x a n d e r  (1952) got additional material of a male and a female from E. K a w a s e .  In 
describing the imanishii (TO K U N A G A ) male, he created a new genus Kawasemyia for the 
species. With further material at hand (ALEX AND ER 1956), later elevated the genus to 
subfamily rank (ALEX A N D ER  1969). This subfamily, Kawasemyiinae, was established on 
base of the reduced ving venation of the males of Kawasemyia imanishii (T O K U N A G A ). 

In their cataloque D A HL &  ALEXANDER (1976) distinquished two subfamilies, Kawase­
myiinae and Trichocerinae. Already at that time the authors did express different views 
on the validity of the subfamily. The links between the East Palearctic and the world fauna


