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Tipula (s. lato) eva n.sp, from Cretaceous (East Asia) - the oldest 
representative of the family Tipulidae (Diptera, Polyneura)
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Abstract. The Cretaceous Tipula (s. lato) eva from Upper Burneya (Khabarovsky Kray, 
Asia, USSR) is described and illustrated. This is the oldest known representative o f the 
family.
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The family Tipulidae together with Limoniidae and Cylindrotomidae belongs to the 
supcrfamily Tipuloidea. Until present the oldest Tipulidae were found in Paleocene and 
Middle Eocene (HENRIKSEN 1922; KRZEMIŃSKI &  KRZEM IŃSKA 1990; FREIW ALD 1990) 
while the supcrfamily is represented since Upper Triassic (KRZEM IŃSKI, in press). 
Tipulidae are frequently found in Tertiary faunas, i.e. since ca. 55 Ma, however, till now 
were never found in older deposits. The described here specics comes from the first stage 
of Upper Cretaceous (probably Cenomanian - personal information from Dr V. ZH E

RYKHIN from the Paleontological Institute in Moscow).
Recently the family comprises ca. 4000 species of worldwide distribution.

Fam ily: T ipulidae  

Genus: Tipula LINNAEUS 

Tipula (s. lato) eva n.sp.

Description. Only one wing retained, 7.5 mm long, with conspicuous stigma.
Vein Sc very delicate but distinct, escapes in Costa opposite 1/3 of R 1 length; cross-vein 

sc-r ending one its length before Sc tip; R1 very short, equal 1/4 of Rb length; R3 its 1/3




