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Abstract. Three new species of family Syrphidae, viz. Merodon brunetti, Spheginobac- 
cha christiani, and Paragus ambalaensis from India are described. The male terminalia 
of M. brunetti and S. christiani are also illustrated and described.

Key words: Diptera, Syrphidae, systematics, new species, India

Navjot S. SODHI, Department of Biology, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, S7N 0W0, Canada

Awtar SlNGH, Department of Zoology, Panjab University, Chandigarh, 160 014, India

The Syrphidae is one o f  the largest family o f the order Diptera. The members o f this 
family are com m only known as "hover" or "flower" flies. BRUNETTI (1923) described 267  
species belonging to 51 genera o f  Syrphidae from Indian subcontinent. Subsequently, 
B la ir  (1948), C o e(1 964),T hom pson (1964), N a y a r  (1967), A n a n d  (1967), G h or-  
PADE (1981), D a tta  and CHAKRABORTI (1986), SlNGH et al. (1986), and KOHLI (1987) 
recorded or/and described a few  more species o f hover flies from this region. The 
taxonomic studies o f the syrphids o f  North-Western India revealed three new species 
(S in gh ) et al. 1985), which are described in this paper.
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Merodon brunetti n. sp.

D e s c r i p t i o n .  M a l e :  Head (Fig. 1): face white, arched, with a fuscus median 
line broad above and narrow below, covered with white tomentum and hair; clypeus 
fuscus; mouth opening brown, wide, bottle-shaped, proboscis fusco-rufous; genae black 
with shining grey tomentum and whitish hair; frons yellow, conspicuously raised and 
projected; antennae dull black, third segment round at the apex, aristae thin, long, fulvous
















