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Habitat selection in Psammodromus algirus ( L i n n a e u s ,  17S8) 
(Sauria: Lacertidae): age related differences

Dobór środowiska u Psammodromus algirus (L lN N A E U S , 1758)
(Sauria : Lacertidae) : różnice związane z wiekiem

A b s t r a c t .  H ab ita t selection in adult and juvenile Psammodromus algirus was studied 
along a M editerranean successional gradient in southwestern Iberia. Both age classes showed 
patterns of h ab ita t selection which differed significantly from a random  survey of the hab itat. 
These patterns were different in  the two age classes. Juveniles occupied loss wooded micro
hab ita ts  w ith a denser low vegetation. Some morphological param eters thought to  be related 
to habitat-use were measured; these did not differ between adults and juveniles. The biological 
meaning of the observed differences is discussed: intraspecific hostile interactions and predator 
avoidance are though to be involved, rather than therm al requirem ents.

I. INTRODUCTION

Several studies of age dependant variation in habitat selection have been 
made in lizards, including the families Iguanidae (Co l l e t t e  1961; S c h o e n e r  
1967; J e n s s e n  1970; D a v ie s  and V e r b e e k  1972; R u ib a l  and P h il ib o s ia n  
1974; M o e r m o n d  1979; Fox 1983; S t a m p s  1983a and 1983b), Teiidae (S c h a l l  
1974) and Agamidae (B r a d s h a w  1971). The observed differences among va
rious populations segments were attributed to morphology-determined diffe
rences in the required structure of the environment (M o e r m o n d  1979), diffe
rent thermal requirements (S t a m p s  1983a and 1987), vulnerability to pre
dation (S t a m p s  1983b) or intraspecific competition (B r a d s h a w  1971; S c h a l l  
1974; Fox 1983).

The aim of this paper is to analyze the habitat selection and spacing p a t
terns of a Mediterranean species of Lacertidae, a family which has received 
little attention in this sense (see S t a m p s  1977 for a review). The animal of 
choice is Psammodromus algirus (L in n a e u s , 1758), a fairly abundant but 
little known lizard (though see M e l l a d o  1980 and review by B ö h m e  1981) 
inhabiting the Mediterranean shrublands and forests of the Iberian Peninsula. 
We consider whether if there are differences in habitat selection between ju- 
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STRESZCZENIE

Praca omawia badania nad doborem środowiska u dorosłych i młodocia
nych okazów jaszczurki Psammodromus algirus z południowo-zachodniej części 
Półwyspu Iberyjskiego. Obie grupy wiekowe wykazywały odmienne wzorce 
dobom środowiska. Osobniki młodociane zajmowały nisze mniej zalesione 
i porośnięte gęstszą trawą niż osobniki dorosłe. Biologiczne znaczenie obser
wowanych różnic wiąże się raczej z wewnątrzgatunkowymi wrogimi interakcja
mi aniżeli z wymogami termicznymi.
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