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Baisococcus victoriae gen. et sp. n. — a Lower Cretaceous coccid 
(Homoptera, Coccinea)

[W ith plates I —II  and 5 text-figs]

Baisococcus victoriae gen. et sp. n. — czerwiec z dolnej kredy 
(Homoptera, Coccinea)

A b s t r a c t .  Baisococcus victoriae gen. et sp. n. from Siberian (Zabaikalia) Lower Cretaceous 
(Neocomian) deposits is described and illustrated  on the  basis of a single male specimen. The 
endoplalus, tubular ducts and their Wax products, antennae, anterior margins of wings and 
some sclerites of head, thorax  and abdomen are relatively well preserved in  th is  fossil coccid 
which seems to be close to the recent Xylococculus, bu t shares also some characteristics w ith 
Orthezia, Marchalina, Neosteingelia and Callipappus. Current problems and prospects of coccid 
paleontology are briefly discussed.

I. INTEODUCTION

The taxonomic status of the Triassic Mesococcus asiatica B e k ike r -M i g d i - 
s o v a , originally described in the coccids, is controversial (B e a r d s l e y , 1969; 
S c h l e e , in H e n n i g , 1981), thus the oldest known fossils tha t certainly belong 
to the Coccinea are those of E omatsucoccus (Matsucocc idae) discovered in the 
Lower Cretaceous deposits in Southern Siberia (K o t e j a , 1988). In  the present 
paper another fossil coccid, found in the same deposits, is described and illu­
strated .

The lacustrine sediments, about 80 m thick, consisting of various fine­
grained materials and containing abundant plant and animal remnants, were 
discovered on the left bank of the river Vitim, 9 km below the mouth of the 
Baisa Creek, east of the lake Baikal (Southern Siberia, 53° N/122° E). The 
fossils in question were found in marl, in bed 31, among the 45 distinguished 
in these deposits, and are estimated as Neocomian (Lower Creataceous), about 
125—115 mill, years old ( K r a s s il o v , B u g d a e v a , 1982, and records cited herein).

Information on the state of preservation of the Baisa coccid fossils and 
methods of their examination and description has been provided in an earlier 
paper (K o t e j a , 1988). “Cocc” followed by a number refers to numerals of 
fossils in the “Catalogue of fossil scale insects” being prepared by the author.
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Baisococcus victoriae gen. et sp. n. opisany na podstawie jednego odcisku 
z dolnokredowych pokładów z okolic Bajkału jest obok Eomatsucoccus najstar­
szym znanym czerwcem. W szczątkach zachowały się duże fragmenty głowy, tu ­
łowia i odwłoka, czułki i skrzydła oraz endofalus, gruczoły woskowe wraz z wy­
dzielinami i wiązki plemników. Baisococcus wykazuje pewne podobieństwa do 
współczesnego Xylococculus, a w mniejszym stopniu również do Orthezia, M ar­
chalin a, Ncosteingelia i Callipappus.
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