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New genus and new species of mite of the family Penthalodidae 
(Actinotrichida, Actinedida, Eupodoidea) from Poland

[with 8 text-figs]

Nowy rodzaj i nowy gatunek roztocza z rodziny Penthalodidae 
(Actinotrichida, Actinedida, Eupodoidea) z Polski

A b s t r a c t .  Protopenthalodes coniunctus gen. n., sp. n., is described as the new taxon of the  
family Penthalodidae (Eupodoidea) from P oland.

Taxonomical and faunal studies of the Polish soil mites, which have been 
carried out at the Department of Zoology University of Szczecin, recently have 
been also aimed to the superfamily Eupodoidea. The investigation of the mites, 
belonging to the family Penthalodidae which were collected in Poland revealed 
the new penthalodid mite of the new generic and specific status.

The morphological terminology used in this paper is taken from van der 
H a m m e n  (1969, 1980), S t r a n d t m a n n  (1967, 1971), Z a c h a r d a  (1980).

Protopenthalodes gen. n.

Type species: Protopenthalodes coniunctus gen. n., sp. n.
Soft bodied, poorly sclerotized, longitudinally oval. Legs slender, shorter- 

than the body, similar to those in the representatives of the genus Penthalodes. 
Disjugal furrow absent. All setae on the opisthosoma ciliated, short, uniform. 
Opisthosomal setal pattern  like in Penthalodes. Two pairs of opisthosomal setae: 
d1 — dorsal 1 and e. l —  external lumbar (S t r a n d t m a n n  1971) absent.

Key to the genera of the family Penthalodidae

la . Disjugal furrow present. The opisthosomal setae: dl and e. l present
................................................................................ Stereotydeus B e r l e s e , 1901

lb . Disjugal furrow absent. Two pairs opisthosomal setae: d1 and e. l absent,
............................................................................. 2

2a. Two lines or sulci of the “V” or “Y” shape on opisthosomal dorsum pre-
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STRESZCZENIE

W pracy opisano nowy rodzaj i nowy gatunek roztocza z rodziny Pentha- 
lodidae (Eupodoidea) pod nazwą Protopenthalodes coniunctus gen. n., spec. n. 
Podano również klucz do oznaczania rodzajów rodziny Penthalodidae.
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