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[W ith plates X X IX —X X X II and 4 text-figs]

Nowy gatunek Geochelone (Testudinata: Testudinidae) z plejstocenu Florydy (Stany Zjednoczone Ameryki)

A b s t r a c t .  A  new species of fossil land tortoise, Geochelone mlynarsk ii, is described from 
the Coleman IIA , late Irvingtonian mammal age, middle Pleistocene, central Florida, U.S.A. 
I t  is clearly a member of the turgida-complex (sensu A u f e e n b e r g , 1963). The new species 
differs from its closest relative Geochelone incisa (H ay ) (Rancholabrean faunal age, Florida) 
in its significantly smaller adult size and in certain measurements and architectural details 
of especially the plastron.

I. INTRODUCTION

The extensive Coleman IIA  fauna was recovered from a sinkhole in the 
Eocene limestone of Sumter County, Florida, U. S. A. The mammalian fauna 
has been described by M a r t in  (1974) and its age is considered as middle Plei­
stocene, late Irvingtonian (W e b b , 1974).

Among the fossils recovered from the site are many fragments of land tortoi­
ses. These remains are particularly important, for up to the present time all 
Pleistocene fossil tortoise remains from the southeastern United States represent 
late Pleistocene geologic time. Thus the Coleman IIA  tortoise material is re­
presentative of a new, earlier time period in the Pleistocene.

As is typical of most Tertiary and Pleistocene deposits in temperate 
parts of the world, the land tortoise fossils from this site can be referred to one 
large and one small species (A u f f e n b e r g , 1963, 1966). The larger species is 
Unquestionably referable to Geochelone crassiscutata ( H a y ), which extends 
from this geologic time through the late Pleistocene into the early Recent. 
The smaller species is clearly an undescribed member of the turgida-com plex

* Contribution No. 304 from the Vertebrate Paleontology Collection, F lorida S tate Museum.



























604

Nowy gatunek kopalnego żółwia, Geochelone mlynarskii sp. n., został opi­
sany ze stanowiska Coleman I I A  (późny irvington, środkowy plejstocen) na 
Florydzie w Stanach Zjednoczonych Ameryki. Nowy gatunek należy do kom­
pleksu turgida (sensu A u f f e n b e r g ,  1963) i przypomina najbardziej Geochelone 
incisa (H a y )  (rancholabr, Floryda), różniąc się znacznie mniejszymi rozmiarami, 
niektórymi proporcjami oraz szczegółami budowy, szczególnie plastronu.
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Plate XX IX

Geochelone mlynarskii sp. n. A — UF 18960, holotype, partial plastron, dorsal view; В — Same,
ventral view
















