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Najstarsze znane węże z rodziny Colubridae

A b s t r a c t .  Colubrid snakes have undergone a very im portant diversification since the 
Miocene; they infrequently occur in ante-Miocene sediments. Snakes referred to the Colubridae 
were reported from the Eocene; they are reviewed and annotated. I t  is shown th a t these so- 
-ealled eocene Colubridae are either non-colubrid snakes or non-eocene fossils (at least quite 
probably non-eocene). The oldest known unquestionable Colubridae are Coluber cadurci, Coluber 
atavus, both from the European Oligocene, Texasophis galbreathi from the  N orth American 
Oligocene, and Natrix mlynarskii sp. n. th a t occurred in European ante-Miocene localities 
th a t are quite probably Oligocene.

I. INTEODUCTION

The Colubridae represent one of the more advanced snake families. Today, 
this enormous cosmopolitan group (about 1550 species, tha t is two thirds of 
the living snake species) includes terrestrial, aquatic, arboreal, secretive and 
more or less fossorial forms. Unfortunately, the colubrid vertebral morphology 
is very homogeneous, which renders the paleontological study of the group 
quite difficult. Moreover, taxa of highly doubtful validity were established 
by non-experts. Only Mł y n a r s k i  (1961) ventured to review fossil snakes 
referred to this family.

Colubrid snakes have been reported from the Paleogene, but they did not 
thrive before the Miocene. From time to time, it has been reported tha t the 
Colubridae are known since the Eocene (D u e l l m a n , 1979; B a e z  and G a s - 
p a r in i , 1979; H o l m a n , 1979; H a u b o l d , 1983). However, it is now established 
tha t the supposed eocene Colubridae are either non-colubrid snakes or non- 
-eocene fossils. As I  am partly involved in this state of affairs (most of the afore­
mentioned reports are based on one of my papers: R a g e , 1974), it seems ne­
cessary to restate the question.

This review deals with fossils housed in the collections of the Istitu to
Geologia, Paleontologia e Geologia Applicata (IGP), University of Padua, 

Italy, the Institu t für Paläontologie der Universität Bonn (IPBo), West Ger-
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STRESZCZENIE.

Bujny rozwój węży z rodziny Colubridae datuje się od miocenu; w stanowi­
skach przedmioceńskich węże te są rzadkością. Niniejsza praca zawiera kry­
tyczny przegląd wszystkich doniesień o Colubridae z paleogenu. Najstarsze 
znane węże z rodziny Colubridae miały pochodzić z eocenu; w pracy dowiedziono., 
że tzw. eoceńskie Colubridae albo nie reprezentują tej rodziny węży, albo że
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są one geologicznie młodsze. Najstarszymi niekwestionowanymi przedstawicie­
lami Colubridae są Coluber cadurci i Coluber atavus, oba z oligocenu Europy, 
Texasophis galbreathi z oligocenu Ameryki Północnej oraz Natrix mlynarskii 
sp. n. z przedmioceńskich, najprawdopodobniej oligoceńskich, stanowisk euro­
pejskich.
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