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Zdzisława S t e b n ic k a

Notes on the taxonomic status of the genus Caelius L e w is  ( Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae, 
Aphodiinae)

[W ith 25 figs.]

Uwagi o statusie taksonomicznym rodzaju Caelius L ew is  (Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae, Aphodiinae)

A b s t r a c t .  Caelius denticollis L e w . is redescribed and combined w ith the genus Aegialia 
L a t r ., subgenus Leptaegialia B r o w n . Th e rem ained species previously placed in the genus 
Caelius L e w . are commented and transferred to the genus Aphodius I l l ig ., subgenus Paremadus 
N ak . Three new species-names are introduced instead of secondary homonyms. Aphodius 
(Paremadus) phulcokiensis and A . (P .)  annapurnae are described as new and included in a key 
to the 14 known species of this Asian subgenus. P ertinen t morphological details of some species 
are illustrated.

This paper is presented in order to validate changes in the status of the 
genus Caelius established by L e w is  (1895) for one Japanese species C. denticollis. 
The existing literature reveals a diversity of opinion and the lack of definite 
conclusions as to the position of this genus and validity of some species added 
to it by various authors from 1895 to the present. A careful review of the li­
terature and of all available material has resulted in the presented reclassifi­
cation. 

I  am greatly indebted to Prof. T. N a k a n e  (Kagoshima University), to Prof. 
H. F. H o w d e n  (Carleton University, Ottawa) and to Dr I. L ö b l  (Muséum 
d ’Histoire Naturelle, Genève) for directing the discussed materials into my 
hands.

The original diagnosis of the genus Caelius L e w . and description of C. 
denticollis L e w . cited below, hold good for most of the species of Aphodiinae 
belonging to the different tribes:
“The species for which this genus is established has a corporal outline like Saprosites, long and 
parallel a t the sides, and i t  inhabits the recesses of old trees [...] Head anteriorly semicircular 
in outline, frontal suture well marked, m entum  rather narrow, arched not incised in front, te r ­
m inal leaflet of the antennal club much less transverse than  in Saprosites; the  anterior and


