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Zdzisława S t e b n i c k a

A Revision of the Paîaearctic Species of the Subgenus Erytus Muls. et Rey  
(Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae, Aphodiinae)

[with 34 text-figs.]

Rewizja palearktycznych gatunków podrodzaju Erytus M uls. et R ey (Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae,
Aphodiinae)

A b s t r a c t :  The subgenus Erytus M uls. et R e y is redefined and nom enclatural history 
discussed. Ivey to the twelve Palaearctic species and notes on the morphology and distribution 
are given. Four species names are placed in synonym y and one species is transferred out of 
subgenus. P ertinent morphological details are illustrated .

INTRODUCTION

The first species tha t inaugurated taxonomical history of the subgenus was 
described under the name Aphodius brunneus K lug (1845), (primary homonym 
of Th unberg’s specific name). The subgenus Erytus, established in 1870 by 
Mulsant et B ey  was subsequently revised by R eitter  (1892), who described 
A . pruinosus and A. opacus (primary homonym of Le Conte’s specific name), 
included A. nitidus B allion (primary homonym of K üster ’s specific name) 
and designated A . brunneus K lug as the type of subgenus. The present clas
sification is essentially th a t of A. Schmidt (1922), in which he included in the 
subgenus the remained representatives already known at th a t time, except 
A . confirmatus A. Schm . and A . chobauti Clou et . Later, Balthasar (1941, 
1960) described three new species and in 1964 he transferred A . confirmatus 
from subgenus Erytodes A. Schm. to Erytus Mu ls . et B e y , including conditio
nally also A. chobauti Clouet . In  1961 P etrovitz described five new species 
•closely allied to A. Mugi A. Schm . and to A. pruinosus R e it t , and provided 
a  key to this group, ho wever, the descriptions of his new taxa are rather incomple
te. W ith these exceptions, subgenus Erytus Mu ls . et R ey  has not been taxo- 
nomically treated of late years in its entirety. I t  contains a group of species 
th a t arc not uncommon in collections, difficult to recognize, and the need to 
identify them arises frequently. I t  has not previously been possible to do this
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STRESZCZENIE

Praca zawiera rewizję gatunków objętych jednym z podrodzajów rodzaju 
Aphodius I l l i g ., z omówieniem ich morfologii, taksonomii i rozsiedlenia oraz 
klucz do oznaczania gatunków występujących w Palearktyce. Skomplikowana 
synonimika i luki w opisach poszczególnych taksonów nie pozwalały dotychczas 
na właściwą determinację gatunków tej grupy. W wyniku rewizji jeden gatunek 
został wyłączony z podrodzaju i cztery nazwy gatunkowe wykazane jako nowe 
synonimy.
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