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On a collection of small mammals from the People's Democratic Republic
of Korea

Kolekcja drobnych ssaków z Koreańskiej Republiki Ludowo-Demokratycznej*

A b s t r a c t .  Materials of small collection of small mammals from the People's 
Democratic Republic of Korea are described. The presence of Neomys fodiens (PEN­
NANT, 1771) in the Korean Peninsula has been confirmed.

I. INTRODUCTION

The mammalian fauna of the People's Democratic Republic of Korea 
is relatively poorly known. The first fairly ample faunistic data, con­
cerning besides the whole peninsula,« appeared at the beginning of the 
20th century (ALLEN and ANDREWS, 1913). Later on, a great contri­
bution to the knowledge of the mammalian fauna was made chiefly by 
Japanese investigators (KURODA, 1917, 1934; KURODA and MORI, 1923; 
MORI, 1939; TOKUDA, 1941). J. K. JONES and D. H. JOHNSON carried 
out a detailed revision of the materials of small mammals of Korea 
(chiefly those of the Republic of Korea) in a number of studies (the most 
important ones by JONES and JOHNSON, 1960, 1965). In 1968 WON 
Hong Koo published the book „Animals of Korea1' in the Korean language 
and described the Korean mammalian fauna in it, giving special attention 
to the mammals of the People's Democratic Republic of Korea. In this 
book, difficult of attainment, he describes 78 species of terrestrial mam­
mals, providing each of them with a map of its distribution and in some 
cases with the outer and cranial measurements of a series of specimens 
from Korea. In his work WON included several species which had not as 
yet been recorded from that country in general surveys of the Palearctic 
mammalian fauna (ELLERMAN and MORRISON-SCOTT, 1951; CORBET, 
1978). These are as follows: Neom ys fodiens (PENNANT, 1771), Sorex

'  Praca w ykonana w  ram ach Problem u MR.II.3.
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STRESZCZENIE

Praca zaw iera opis m ateriałów  niew ielkiej kolekcji następujących ga­
tunków  drobnych ssaków z Koreańskiej Republiki Ludowo-Demokratycz­
nej: N eom ys fodiens, Ochotona alpina, Tamias sibiricus, Cricetulus tri­
ton, Clethrionomys rutilus, Clethrionomys rufocanus, Eothenomys regu- 
lus, Microtus fortis, Apodem us agrarius, Apodemus peninsulae  i Rattus 
norvegicus. Dla każdego gatunku podano standardow e pom iary zew nętrz­
ne i czaszki osobników dorosłych. Przedyskutow ano ich rozmieszczenie 
na Półwyspie Koreańskim  i pozycję system atyczną. N a podstaw ie tru d ­
no dostępnej książki w języku koreańskim  W ON Hong Koo z 1968 roku 
podano inform ację o w ystępow aniu w Korei 8 gatunków  dotychczas nie 
w ykazyw anych z tego k raju  w ogólnych opracow aniach dotyczących Pa- 
learktyki.
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