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A description of a small collection of amphibians and reptiles 
from the People's Democratic Republic of Korea with notes 
on the distribution of the herpetofauna in that country

jW ith plates I—III and 5 text-figs]

Opis małej kolekcji płazów i gadów z Koreańskiej Republiki Ludowo-Demokratycznej 
z uwagami na temat rozmieszczenia herpetofauny w tym kraju*

A b s t r a c t .  A small collection of amphibians and reptiles gathered by the author 
during an expedition to the People's Democratic Republic of Korea in the spring of 
1980 is described. The collection comprises the following species: Hynobius leechii, 
Bombina orientalis, Hyla arborea, Rana nigromaculata, Rana rugosa, Rana temporaria, 
Eremias argus, Takydromus amurensis, Takydromus woheri, Rhabdophis tigrinus, Elaphe 
dione. Elaphe rufodorsata, Agkistrodon blomhoffi and Agkistrodon saxatilis. A descrip­
tion of the distribution of ail the members of the herpetofauna in North Korea, made 
up on the basis of available literature, is added.

I. INTRODUCTION

The materials described in this paper were collected by the author 
during a zoological expedition to the People's Democratic Republic of 
Korea, organized by the Institute of Systematic and Experimental Zoolo­
gy, Polish Academy of Sciences, in Cracow from 19 May to 17 June 
1980. They include also more than ten specimens taken in the course of 
the ornithological expedition to North Korea organized by the same in­
stitute and directed by Assist. Prof. Zygmunt BOCHEŃSKI in 1978. The 
collection presented, comprising 6 amphibian and 8 reptilian species, 
comes from 10 localities in different regions of that country. It consists 
of 95 specimens; moreover, 36 animals were brought to Poland alive from 
the expedition in 1980.

The North Korean herpetofauna is poorly known out of the bound­
aries of that country. The last foreign studies containing descriptions
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A t t e n t i o n !

See also the Addendum on the back side of Plate III

STRESZCZENIE

W  niniejszej publikacji przedstaw iono krótki opis liczącej 95 okazów 
kolekcji płazów i gadów, zebranej przez autora podczas pobytu w K ore­
ańskiej Republice Ludowo-Demokratycznej od 19 m aja do 17 czerwca 
1980. Okazy pochodzą z 10 stanowisk, położonych w różnych częściach 
k raju  (fig. 1 i 2). Kolekcja obejm uje 6 gatunków  płazów: Hynobius le- 
echii, Bombina orientalis, Hyla arborea, Rana nigromaculata, Rana rugo- 
sa i Rana temporaria, oraz 8 gatunków  gadów: Eremias argus, Takydro­
mus amurensis, Takydromus wolteri, Rhabdophis tigrinus, Elaphe dione, 
Elaphe rufodorsata, Agkistrodon blomhoffi, Agkistrodon saxatilis. W  p ra­
cy umieszczono ponadto, sporządzoną głównie w oparciu o źródła pół- 
nocnokoreańskie, pełną listę herpetofauny K.R.L.-D. wraz z ich rozsiedle­
niem na terytorium  tego kraju.

Redaktor pracy: prof. dr Z. Bocheński 

Plate I

Phot. 1. Rice fields near Taesong-ho Lake 
Phot. 2. Taiga in the region of Samjiyon \














