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The Mites (Acarina) of Small Mammals of the Pieniny Mts., Poland
[W ith 1 text-fig.]

Roztocze ( Acarina) drobnych ssaków Pienin

A b s t r a c t .  A to ta l of 61 species of mites occurring on rodents and insectivores in the 
P ieniny Mts. are discussed. N eotrombicula earis is new to the Polish fauna. The acarinium  
of small mammals of the Pieniny Mts. is characterized by its set of trom biculid species, 
the richest in this country, the presence of such rare species as Neopodocimum mrciaki 
and Olopachys suecicus, the small num ber of frigostable species (Laelaps clethrionomydis 
and N eotrombicula zachvatkin i)  and the  particularly  small num ber of Ixodes ricinus.

I. INTRODUCTION

The distribution of the Acarina occurring on mammals or in their nests 
in Poland is poorly known. The mountainous areas of this country are specially 
neglected in this respect. There are hardly three items of literature dealing 
with the mites of the region of Śnieżnik Mt. and the Sowie Mts. (Sudetes — 
W il l m a n n , 1944; H a it l in g e r , 1976, 1977). There are besides studies on the 
Acarina which appear occasionally on mammals but generally live in litter 
or in burrows and nests of mammals. These mites include some species of the 
family Parasitidae investigated by W it a l iń s k i  (1976) in the Pieniny Mts. 
In the Polish part of Carpathians the Acarina living on mammals were studied 
only in Tatra Mts. (H a it l in g e r , 1980b). A broad study of mites living on 
rodents and insectivores in the whole chain of the Carpathians, first of all, 
in the Pieniny Воску Belt has been taken up for this reason.

The study area stretches from the Rozdziele Pass in the east to the gorge 
of the R iver Białka in the west, bu t most attention has been given to the 
Acarina of the proper chain of the Pieniny Mts. and the Little Pieniny Mts., 
chiefly to those of the Jaworki region and Homole Gorge (Fig. 1). The m a
terial was gathered in the spring, summer and autum n in the years 1971—1972. 
A total of 7120 Acarina, belonging to 61 species and including 180 undetermined 
specimens (Tables I —IV), were obtained from 792 rodents and insectivores
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Z 792 ssaków złowionych w Pieninach zebrano 7120 roztoczy należących 
do 61 gatunków, w tym 1 nowy dla fauny Polski: N eotrombicula earis K ępka ; 
oraz 2 rzadkie: Neotrombicula japonica (Tan. et al.) i Neopodocinum mrciaki 
Sell..

W zbiorze dominowały hematofagi z podrodziny Laelapinae (37,3%) i ro
dziny Trombiculidae (30,8%), trwale lub okresowo występujące na żywicie
lach. Acarina gniazdowo-żywicielskie i gniazdowe były reprezentowane przez 
dużą liczbę gatunków, lecz małą osobników. Najliczniejsze były: Laelaps 
agilis (Koch), L. hilaris (Koch) oraz Neotrombicula autumnalis (Shaw).

W Pieninach głównym żywicielem dla roztoczy o szerokim kręgu żywi
cieli jest Clethrionomys glareolus (Schreb .); uzyskano z niego 45 gatunków. 
Najwyższe nasilenie inwazji stwierdzono u Microtus agrestis (L.) i Apodemus 
tauricus (Pall.).

Acarinium drobnych ssaków Pienin charakteryzuje urozmaicony zestaw 
gatunków Trombiculidae, najbogatszy w Polsce; obecność N. mrciaki i O. sue- 
cicus, oraz niska liczebność Laelaps clethrionomydis Lange, Neotrombicula 
zachvatkini (Schlung.) i szczególnie niska Ixodes ricinus (L.).
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