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W  o j c iec h  G ó r s k i

Awifauna lęgowa w dolinach i pradolinach rzek Pobrzeża Pomorskiego*

[z 6 ryc. tekst.]

The breeding avifauna in the valleys of the rivers of the Pommeranian Coast

A b s t r a k t .  W  oparciu o badania prowadzone w latach 1976—-1980 wykazano w dolinach- 
i pradolinach rzek Pobrzeża Pomorskiego — Grabowej, W ieprzy, Słupi, Łupaw y i Łeby 124 ^  
lęgowe lub prawdopodobnie lęgowe gatunki ptaków. Przedstawiono skład gatunkowy i li
czebność Ugrupowań gniazdujących na łąkach odkrytych, łąkach pokrytych zaroślami, łą 
kach ze starorzeczem, w laskach w pradolinach rzek oraz w lasach na stokach pradolin, w róż
nych typach zarośli nadrzecznych i w zaroślach łąkowych. Opisano liczebność gatunków  ściśle 
związanych z korytem  rzeki. Ukazano skład gatunkowy i  liczebność względną ptaków  drapież
nych. Szczegółowo omówiono ugrupowanie ptaków wodnych i błotnych. W ykazano gniazdo
wanie m. in. Bucephala clangula, Mergus merganser i Motacilla cinerea.
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Г. W STĘP

Pradoliny rzek, z uwagi na znaczne zróżnicowanie i mozaikowy układ śro
dowisk przyrodniczych zasiedlane są przez bogaty zespół ptaków odbywają
cych tu  lęgi. Dowodzą tego wyniki badań prowadzonych np. w Kotlinie Bie
brzańskiej (Dyrcz i inni, 1972), w ujściu W arty (Nowysz, W esołowski, 1972), 
w pradolinie Wisły (Lu niak , 1971; W asilew ski, 1973) i w dolinach wielu

* P raca w ykonana w ram ach problemu M R.II.3.
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SUMMARY

The breeding avifauna was. studied in the valleys of five rivers in the re
gion of the Pommeranian Coast, in the Baltic drainage area: Grabowa (in 1976, 
1979 and 1980), Wieprza (in 1979 and 1980), Słupia (in 1975, 1977 and 1980), 
Łupawa (in 1978 and 1980) and Łeba (in 1980).

Two basic study methods were used: birds of various types of meadows 
and, exceptionally, also spinneys in the river valleys were studied using the 
’’fast“ variant of the cartographic method with 4—6 counts (cp. Tomiałojć, 
1980), whereas in the case of the avifauna of thickets and spinneys in the river 
valleys and woods fringing the valleys the relative numbers of specimens of 
particular species th a t occur in the communities inhabiting these habitats 
were estimated on the basis of the counts in linear transects.

The study area is presented in Fig. 1. The first of the above-mentioned 
methods was used to investigate the avifauna of the open meadows in the val
leys of all the five rivers (altogether 18 sample plots, 977.6 ha in area, marked 
by black rectangles in Fig. 1; counts given in Table II), a meadow with a dead 
river channel in the Słupia Valley (results in Table III), meadows with willow 
thickets in the Grabowa Valley (results in Table IV) and a spinney in the Gra
bowa Valley (Table VIII). The method of linear transects was used to find the 
numbers of the birds associated with the river-bed in the breeding season 
(11 species -— the results are discussed in the descriptions of the occurrence 
of particular species and on p. 117—118), the relative numbers of birds nesting in 
low riverside brushwoods on the rivers Grabowa, Wieprza, Słupia and Łeba 
(Table V), the relative numbers for the species of the community inhabiting 
the willow-alder thickets and alder groves in the Łupawa Valley (Table VI),
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the quantitative relations in the avian community of the willow thickets and 
remnants of a poplar carr in the Słupia Valley (Table VII) and the relative 
numbers of specimens of the species which make up the communities inhabit
ing the spinneys in the Łeba Valley (Table IX) and woods on the slopes of 
the valleys of all the rivers under study (Table X). Table XV gives the results 
concerning the relative abundance of the species belonging to the group of 
birds of prey.

A total of 128 bird species occurring in the study area are discussed. The 
species whose nests or nestlings were observed are marked by the symbol 

the species whose nesting was indicated by the counts performed using 
the cartographic method are marked by the symbol “(*)”, whereas the birds 
observed only once in the biotope suitable for them to nest in are marked by 
“(**)”. Altogether 124 nesting or probably nesting species were found, the 
further 4 species, marked by the symbol “(—)” are regarded as non-breeding. 
Figures 2—7 show the distribution of the breeding sites of some species more 
accurately.

Table XVI presents 42 species included in the group of water and marsh 
birds. The specific composition of this group was very similar in all the five 
river valleys investigated (Table XVII -— S o r e n s e n ’s  index has been applied 
in it). In  comparison with the other rivers examined in this respect in Poland 
the avifauna associated with the river valleys of the Pommeranian Coast is 
characterized by its low number of water and marsh bird species, although in 
many cases the specific composition of the groups compared showed prevailing 
similarities (Table XVIII).

The low number of species associated with waterlogged habitats in the 
communities of the rivers examined was due to the small size of these rivers 
(70—188 km long), the state of their banks, the liquidation of dead channels, 
the drainage of meadows and marshes in the river valleys and the lack of islets, 
shallows and sandbanks. The zoogeographical factor was probably responsible 
for the absence of some species (e. g. Podiceps ruficollis, P. nigricollis, P . gri- 
seigena, Ixobrychus minutus and Luscinia svecica), for they are lacking throu
ghout the Pommeranian Coast, although these species are fairly common in 
the Polish lowlands.

Special attention should be given to the species characteristic of the river 
valleys investigated: Motacilla cinerea and Mergus merganser, to the breeding 
of Bucephala clangula and to the species which expand quantitatively in the 
territory of Pommerania, i. e. Remiz pendulinus and Carpodacus erythrinus 
(Górski, 1976).
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