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Ptaki Zbiornika Otmuchowskiego*

[Tabl. VII—VIII i 10 ryc. tekst.]

Birds of the Otmuchów Water Reservoir

A b str a k t . Stwierdzono występowanie 75 gatunków ptaków wodnych, w tym  rzadko po
jawiające się w głębi lądu: Calidris alba, Calidris canutus, Limosa lapponica, Arenaria inter pr es, 
Larus argentatus, Tadorna tadorna. Najwięcej ptaków występowało jesienią, najmniej w okresie 
lęgowym. Maksymalnie w czasie jednego liczenia zanotowano kilkanaście tysięcy ptaków. 
Ilościowo zdecydowanie dominowały: Anas platyrhynchos, Larus ridibundus i Vanellus vanellus. 
Stosunkowo bardzo licznie pojawiały się też Charadriidae w okresie wędrówki jesiennej.
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I. WSTĘP

Duże zbiorniki zaporowe stanowią bardzo swoiste środowisko dla ptaków. 
Wielkie przestrzenie wodne niewątpliwie są czynnikiem przyciągającym wiele 
gatunków ptaków wodnych. Z drugiej strony uboga zazwyczaj roślinność, 
częste i znaczne zmiany poziomu wody, są czynnikami negatywnymi i powo
dują, że zbiorniki takie mają znaczenie dla życia ptaków wodnych głównie 
w okresie pozalęgowym. Liczba zbiorników zaporowych wzrasta i mogą one 
stanowić dla niektórych gatunków bardzo ważny element krajobrazu śród-

* Praca wykonana w ramach problemu PAN: MR. II. 3. „Współczesna i kopalne fauny 
Polski”.
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SUMMARY

Otmuchów R eservoir (с. 70 km south to Wrocław — SW Poland) was 
constructed in 1933, mainly to store water for river navigation. Its  maximum 
water table acreage is c. 23 km2. I t  is situated in hill country with corn-fields 
and scattered tree stands, a t the altitude 200 m. The east part of the reservoir 
is embanked with stones bu t western shores have a more natural character. 
Emergent water vegetation is very scarce. Areas of very shallow water are 
often formed close to emergent, muddy bottom  fragments owing to the strong, 
rapid water level fluctuations. There are a lot of anglers and out-door recrea
tion activities. The area is not protected.

I  carried my observations in 1969—1978 (mainly 1969/1970 and in 1978), 
including 73 whole-day visits. During each visit I  tried to count all the bird 
specimens on the reservoir. The distribution of visits for months is shown 
on p. 71. Seventy four water and marsh bird species were recorded. Their 
relative abundance (Lw), domination in percent, and frequence are given in 

i
Table I  (Lw =  n: to tal number of specimens in all visits, i: number of

visits). I  found only 19 breeding or probably breeding species (Table IV). The 
most numerous of these were Podiceps cristatus and Fulica atra. In  1978 a small 
colony of Larus ridibundus was established in rarely overflooded, upper part
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of reservoir. The breeding success of F  ulica atra and Larus ridibundus (evalu
ated for 1978) was extremely low, owing to rapid w ater level decreasing and 
Corvus corone cornix predation. The largest number of species and specimens 
occurred on the reservoir during autum n migration (Table I V, Fig. 1—10). 
The following species were especially numerous a t Otmuchów Reservoir in 
comparison to other Polish inland water: Ardea cinerea (one heronary with 
40—70 occupied nests exists in close vicinity), Anas platyrhynchos, Anas crecca, 
Pluvialis apricaria, Vanellus vanellus, Calidris alpina, Calidris minuta and 
Tringa nebularia. Species which appeared in relatively small number were: 
Cygnus Cygnus, Aythya ferina, Bucephala clangula, Fulica atra, Limosa limosa, 
Gallinago gallinago, Chlidonias niger and Sterna hirundo (Table V). Generally, 
species with prevailingly animal diet were more numerous then those with 
vegetable diet. Some off-shore migrants ( Calidris alba, Calidris canutus, Limosa 
lapponica) which were told to be very rare inland were recorded in autum n 
rather regularly and not in very small number. Arenaria interpres and Tadorna 
tadorna also occurred. Table I I  shows the ecological division of reservoir. Four 
zones were distinguished: I  — open, deep water; I I  — shallow water in the 
vicinity to emerged, muddy bottom; I I I  — freshly emerged bottom  with 
quaggy mud and pools of very shallow water; IV — dried bottom, partly  
covered with dispersed weeds. The highest number and density of birds were 
recorded in zone II. In  zone I V, weeds formed foraging ground for Fulica atra, 
Anas penelope and to a lesser extent for Anser fabalis. Since 1972, the river 
which brings water to the reservoir became considerably less polluted. After 
th a t year the number of Anas platyrhynchos and Fulica atra increased (Fig. 2 
and 4) while any essential change in number of Limicolae and Larus ridibundus 
was not observed .
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