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Uwagi o kopalnych płazach bezogonowych neogenu Polski *

Observaciones sobre Anuras fósiles de Neogeno polaco

A b s t r a c t :  Based on new m aterial, th is article discuss some additions to the anuran 
fossil record of the Polish Neogene. Fossil remains of the  families Discoglossidae, Palaeobatra
chidae, Pelobatidae and H ylidae are described. The taxonim ic sta tus of the group Latonia — 
»Discoglossus giganteus” is discussed. The Polish Pliocene has provided the oldest known rem ains 
of the  genus Bombina, w ith forms morphologically closest to the living Bombina bombina. 
In  the same period, the  extinct Eopelobates is present. Some previously unknown skeletal ele
ments of Pliobatrachus axe described. The la tte r genus is revalidated and a new diagnosis 
proposed.

I. INTRODUCTION

Poland is possibly the only country in the World for which the whole fossil 
record on amphibians and reptiles has been studied and summarized through 
faunal lists and review papers ( M ł y n a r s k i  1962, 1977 and references therein), 
and where these data are continously being updated.

On account of its abundance, a further review of the taxonomically non- 
-described remains from some of the localities has led us to the discovery of 
several anuran rests th a t either add to the current faunal lists or to оur knowledge 
on the morphology of some extinct animals. I t  is the purpose of this article to 
describe and interpret those Tertiary remains, as well as to briefly discuss their 
phylogenetic and biogeographic implications.

D ata on the localities can be found in M ł y n a r s k i  (.1962,1977 and references 
therein). All sites are bone breccias in karstic fillings, and thus the material is 
exclusively composed of isolated bone fragments. The youngest are Przeworno 
I and II , with a Middle Miocene age (NM biozone, M e in  1975, still undetermined). 
Podlesice can be dated in the Lower Ruscinian (NM 14; M e in  1975; see also 
A g u i r r e  &  A l b e r d i  1977), Węże I  in the Upper Ruscinian (NM 15), while

* P raca w ykonana w ram ach problem u międzyresortowego MR. II. 3.


