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Rustaviornis georgicus gen. et sp. n., a new fossil bird from the Hipparion fauna
of Georgia

[Pp. 373-388, pl. XX, and 1 text-fig.]
Rustaviornis georgicus gen. et. sp. n., nowy kopalny ptak z hipparionowej fauny Gruzji
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Abstract. The authors give a description of a new avian genus and species, Rustaviornis
georgicus novum genus et sp., of the order Galliformes from Eastern Georgia. Dating: Upper
Sarmatian — Meotian. The description is based on a distal fragment of the left tibiotarsal
bone. The species is an intermediate form between the genera Phasianus and Lyrurus.

I. INTRODUCTION

Remains of fossil members of the Carinatae are found in a very small number
of localities of the Hipparion fauna of the Soviet Union. In the south of the
Ukraine they occur in the Meotian Hipparion fauna from the region of the town
of Tiraspol (Kolkotova Balka). Hence the list of the fauna (LASKAREV, 1908)
includes Urniornis sp. and Gallus aesculapi GAUDRY. Gallus atf. eesculapi GAUDRY
has been described, in addition to an ostrich, from the Meotian fauna of Nova
Elizabetovka (ALEksEYEV, 1915), whereas Aquila sp. has been reported, also
together with an ostrich, from the Meotian Hipparion fauna of Kuyalnitskiy
Liman near Odessa (Przemvyski, 1912) and Suschkinia pliocaena TUGARINOV
from the Lower Pliocene Hipparion fauna of the region of Pavlodar in Kazakhstan
(TueArINOV, 1935). Recently, fossil birds have been found in the Middle Sarma-
tian layers in the town of Kishinev and described by GANIA and KUROTCHKIN
(1967). A goose, Casarce, cormoran, duck of Cairinini, ibis and heron, altogether
five new genera, have been identified so far. ? Larus sp., Ardea sp. and Plegadis
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