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[Pp. 373-388, pl . X X , and 1 text-fig.]

Rustaviornis georgicus gen. et. sp. n., nowy kopalny ptak z hipparionowej fauny Gruzji 

Rustaviornis georgicus gen. et sp. п., новая фосснльная птица из гиппарионовой фауны Грузии

A b str a c t . The authors give a description of a new avian genus and species, Rustaviornis 
georgicus novum genus et sp., of the order Galliformes from Eastern Georgia. Dating: Upper 
Sarmatian — Meotian. The description is based on a distal fragment of the left tibiotarsal 
bone. The species is an intermediate form between the genera Phasianus and Lyrurus.

I. INTRODUCTION

R em ains of fossil m em bers of th e  Carinatae are found  in  a very  sm all num ber 
of localities of th e  H ip p ario n  fau n a  of th e  Soviet U nion. In  th e  sou th  of th e  
U kra ine  th e y  occur in th e  M eotian  H ipparion  fau n a  from  th e  region of th e  tow n 
of T iraspol (K olko tova B alka). H ence th e  lis t  of th e  fau n a  (L a s k a re v ,  1908) 
includes Urniornis sp. an d  Gallus aesculapi G a u d ry .  Gallus aff. aesculapi G a u d ry  
has been described, in  ad d ition  to  an  ostrich , from  th e  M eotian fau n a  of N ova 
E lizab e to v k a  (A le k s e y e v , 1915), w hereas Äquila sp. has been rep o rted , also 
to g e th er w ith  an  ostrich , from  th e  M eotian H ip p ario n  fau n a  of K u y a ln itsk iy  
L im an  n ea r O dessa (P rz em y sk i, 1912) an d  Suschkinia pliocaena T u g a r in o v  
from  th e  Lower Pliocene H ip p ario n  fau n a  of th e  region of P av lo d a r in  K azak h stan  
(T u g a r in o v , 1935). R ecently , fossil b irds have  been found  in th e  M iddle S a rm a­
tia n  layers in  th e  tow n of K ish inev  an d  described b y  G a n ia  an d  K u r o tc h k in  
(1967). A  goose, Casarca, corm oran , duck  of Cairinini, ibis an d  heron , a lto g e th er 
fiv e new  genera, have been identified  so far. ?Larus sp., Ardea sp. an d  Plegadis
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