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Ptaki rezerwatu Łężczak koło Raciborza w województwie opolskim
[Str. 239—272, tabl. VI—'VIII]

Birds of the Łężczak Reserve near Racibórz in the Opole Province 

Птицы заповедника Ленжчак около Рацибожа в Опольском воеводстве

A b str a k t. W badanym terenie stwierdzono występowanie 167 gatunków ptaków, z tego 
90 lęgowych. Na bogactwo awifauny przelotnej duży wpływ ma położenie w pobliżu Odry 
i Bramy Morawskiej. Ciekawsze gatunki lęgowe: Podiceps griseigena, Botaurus stellaris, Chli- 
donias nigra, Alcedo atthis, Remiz pendulinus, Locustella fluviatilis, Ficedula albicollis L anius 
excubitor. Stwierdzono zmiany w składzie awifauny w stosunku do stanu z X IX  w. Wodno- 
-błotna awifauna lęgowa rezerwatu wykazuje podobieństwo pod względem jakościowym do 
innych tego typu środowisk w Polsce południowo-zachodniej. Stwierdzono zbieżność pojawów 
i dynamiki przelotów u niektórych gatunków ptaków wodno-błotnych w dolinach górnej Odry 
i górnej Wisły.
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SUMMARY

The Łężczak Reserve near R acibórz in the  Opole Province (50°10’N , 18°25’E ), 
founded in 1957, is a pond-woodland region. I t  is 399.4 hectares in area, of 
which the ponds cover 272.4 hectares and the  wood 123.4 hectares. The rem ain­
ing area is occupied by meadows, wood clearings, scrubs among fields, and 
fallows. The pond p a rt includes 9 water-reservoirs, heavily overgrown by w ater 
vegetation (Phots 2,3), the  largest of the  ponds being about 92 hectares in area. 
The woodland is represented by a hornbeam  wood, typical of the Odra Valley 
(Phots 5,6).

M aterial was collected during some dozens of observation periods in 1961 — 
1968. A to ta l of 167 bird species out of which 90 (52.3%) nesting species, have 
been recorded from  the  study area. In  addition, 5 species were placed on the  
list on the  basis of the  da ta  reported by other authors who studied this area 
before. The species whose nests have been found are designated w ith the  m ark 

in the  system atic review, the  species whose nesting is indicated by the da ta  
obtained are designated with „(*)“ and those whose nesting is only supposed 
are m arked with „(*?)“ .

The more interesting species breeding in the  R eserve are Podiceps griseigena 
Chlidonias nigra, Alcedo atthis, Remiz pendulinus, Locustella fluvia tilis , Ficedula 
parva, Ficedula albicollis, Lanius excubitor and Botaurus stellaris (Phot. 4). 
Some of these species nested in the  R eserve only in one or two years.

The abundance of the m igratory and visiting avifauna of the  R eserve is 
related to its being situated  close to the  M oravian Gate (40 km) and the R iver 
Odra (1 km) th a t is, on the  m igration route of m any species of birds, especially 
water-m arsh ones. A utum n m igrations are particularly  distinct in this terain. 
The notew orthy species are Phalacrocorax carbo, Egretta alba, Ciconia nigra, 
Anas acuta, Haliaeëtus albicilla, Pandion haliaëtus, Num enius arquata, Larus 
fuscus, Dryocopus martius, Parus montanus, Luscinia svecica, Locustella naevia, 
Sylvia nisoria and Emberiza horbulana. Some of these species were observed 
in the reserve only once.

Some changes in the  occurrence of certain species were observed in the  period 
1961—1968. Between 1961—1963 Botaurus stellaris, Chlidonias nigra, M ilvus
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migrans, Alcedo atthis, Ficedula parva, Upupa epops and Tyto alba occurred more 
frequently  and some of them  nested in this area. In  the  next years these species 
disappeared from the reserve or were encountered in it sporadically.

Some changes were also recorded in the  specific composition of the avifauna 
of the  Łężczak Reserve in relation to the  results obtained by German scientists 
towards the end of the  nineteenth century and a t the  beginning of the tw entieth 
century. A t th a t  tim e Nycticorax nycticorax occurred and nested in the study 
area and Ardea purpurea and Ardeola ralloides visited it. Columba oenas was. 
seen in the reserve in the first quarter of the  tw entieth century. Different species  
of birds of prey and herons were more numerous in the past than  they are a t 
present. The changes th a t  have occurred in the specific composition of the 
avifauna over these 100 years have been induced, above all, by a general change 
in the  natu re  of hab ita ts in this region and an increase in hum an activities.

The w ater-m arsh breeding avifauna of the Łężczak R eserve conies near 
to the  faunas of the  regions which resemble it in the  nature of environm ent 
in south-western Poland. However, it most resembles the avifauna nesting 
on the ponds near Bohum in in Moravia in Czechoslovakia. They have 80.7 per 
cent of the  breeding species in common. W ith the much rem oter ponds a t  
Milicz the Łężczak R eserve has 70 per cent of the breeding species in common, 
and w ith the ponds a t Zator 80 per cent. On the other hand, the  ponds a t Nowa 
K uźnia and Krogulno in the  Opole Province and Gołysz in Cieszyn Silesia, 
situated  nearer the  reserve bu t differing from it in respect of their environments 
show also greater differences in their breeding avifauna. Hence it follows th a t 
two factors bear a t the same tim e upon the specific composition of these faunas: 
the  distance between the localities being compared and the nature of their 
biotopes (Table III).

A comparison carried out between the passages of water-m arsh birds in 
respect of their nature  based on their observations on the ponds in the valleys 
of the Odra and Wisła having a similar geographical situation, reveals a likeness 
in their specific composition. The farther a given area is situated from the Mo- 
ravian Gate, the smaller is the resemblance in specific composition between 
its m igratory avifauna and th a t of another locality lying a t the same geograph- 
ical latitude. This fact would indicate th a t both these routes of migration (Odra 
and Wisła) join together in the  foreland of the Moravian Gate, and the birds 
frying along both these routes mix up in the autum n, whereas in the spring 
their common passage route branches and some species and specimens fly along 
the W isła Valley and others along the Odra.

As to the  flights of w ater-m arsh birds along the Odra and Wisła, the spring 
flights are more pronounced than  the au tum n ones on the Odra near Wrocław 
( D y r c z ,  1971) and on the W isła near Kraków ( B o c h e ń s k i  and H a r m a t a ,  
1962; K o z ło w s k i ,  1967). On the contrary, on the ponds in the Valley of the 
Upper Odra and, therefore, in the  Łężczak Reserve the autum n flights are more 
striking.

A t the  tim e of the ornithological investigation carried out in the Łężczak
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Reserve a tten tion  was given to some aspects of bird  preservation. I t  is indispens­
able to keep equilibrium  between the ends of the  preservation of birds, especially 
w ater-m arsh ones in this area and the in terest of the fish farm  m anaging the 
ponds. In  the  Łężczak Reserve such equilibrium  seems to be m aintained which 
has a beneficial effect on the  species of birds inhabiting the pond environm ent.

РЕЗЮМЕ

Заповедник Ленжчак около Рацибожа в Опольском воеводстве образован 
в 1957 году на местности, покрытой прудами и лесом. Координаты географического 
положения составляют 50°10/С и 18° 25'В. Заповедник занимает площадь 399,42 га 
из чего 272,4 га приходится на пруды, а 123,4 га на лес. Остальную площадь зани­
мают луга, поляны, рощи и бросовые земли. В состав водной поверхности входит
9 водоёмов, богато заросших водной растительностью (фот. 2,3), из которых наи­
больший имеет около 92 га. Лес имеет характер типичный для долины Одера (фот. 
5, 6).

Материал к настоящей обработке собирался в 1961—1968 гг., во время несколь­
ких десятков наблюдений. На исследованной местности отмечено 167 видов птиц, 
в том числе 90 (52.3%) гнездящихся. Кроме того 5 видов включено в список на 
основании других авторов, которые здесь раньше вели наблюдения. В системати­
ческом обзоре обозначено виды, которых гнёзда найдено, „(*)“ — виды, 
в отношении которых данные указывают, что они в данной местности гнездятся 
и „(*?)“ птицы, о которых можно предполагать, что они гнездятся.

Из более интересных гнездовых птиц в заповеднике следует назвать: Podi­
ceps griseigena, Chlidonias nigra, Alcedo atthis, Remiz pendulinus, Locustella 
fluviatilis, Muscicapa albicollis, Lanius excubitor, Botaurus stellaris (фот. 4). 
Некоторые из этих видов гнездились в заповеднике лишь один или два года.

На богатство перелётной и залетающей авифауны в заповеднике имеет влияние 
его расположение поблизости Моравских Ворот (40 км) и Одера (1 км), то есть на 
пути перелётов многих видов птиц, главным образом водно-болотных. Особенно 
резко отмечается в этой местности осенний перелёт. Из более интересных видов 
следует отметить: Phalacrocorax carbo, Egretta alba, Ciconia nigra, Anas acuta, 
Haliaeëtus albicilla, P andion haliaëtus, Num enius arquata, Larus fuscus, Dryoco- 
pus martius, Parus montanus, Luscinia svecica, Locustella naevia, Sylvia niso­
ria, Emberiza hortulana. Некоторые из этих видов были отмечены только один 
раз в заповеднике.

В 1961—1968 гг. отмечено некоторые изменения в появлении некоторых видов 
птиц. Botaurus stellaris, Chlidonias nigra, M ilvus migrans, Alcedo atthis, M u­
scicapa parva, Upupa epops и Tyto alba 1961—1963 гг. появлялись чаще в исследу­
емой местности, а некоторые из них гнездились. В последующие годы названные 
виды исчезли из этой местности или отмечались спорадически.


















