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The passages and wintering of water birds on the Odra near Wrocław 

Перелёты и зимовка водных птиц на Одере под Вроцлавом

A b s t r a k t .  Na silnie zanieczyszczonej ściekami przemysłowymi i kanalizacyjnym i rzece 
zanotowano 49 gatunków ptaków  wodnych, z których: Anas platyrhynchos, Mergus merganser
i Lar us ridibundus pojawiają się regularnie w większych ilościach. Liczebność ptaków  wodnych 
na różnych fragm entach badanego odcinka rzeki zależała przede wszystkim od charakteru 
brzegów a następnie rozległości lustra wody. Przelot ptaków  na badanym  odcinku Odry jest 
znacznie słabiej zaznaczony niż na Wiśle i prawdopodobnie Łabie. Ciekawsze z faunistycznego 
punk tu  widzenia gatunki to: Podiceps auritus, Melanitta nigra, Larus argentatus, Rissa tri- 
dactyla.
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, I. W STĘP

Badany odcinek Odry jest przykładem dużej rzeki, uregulowanej i skana
lizowanej, o znacznym zanieczyszczeniu wody. Pomimo tych silnych zmian 
o charakterze antropogennym Odra ciągle jeszcze jest ważnym dla niektórych
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SUMMARY

Daylong counts of birds were carried out every 7—10 days (Table I) over 
a 26-kilometre section of the  Odra R iver near W roclaw (Fig. 1) from October 
to April in the  years 1964—1967 and 1968/69. In  this region the  Odra is regu
lated , channelled and heavily polluted. The w idth of the  river is 75—100 m., 
there  are, in addition, 8 basins, of which the  largest is 22 hectares in 
area (Phot. 1). The river section under study was subdivided into p arts  th a t 
differed in the  character of the  banks (Fig. 1, Table I I I ,  Phots. 1—4). The 
num ber of w ater birds in various divisions of the  river section examined de
pended, above all, on the natu re  of the  banks and next on the ex ten t of the
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sheet of w ater. The greatest density was found in the  upper basin and divi
sion I I I  (Table III). These are the only parts of the  river in this region th a t  
have retained a character to some exten t resembling the na tu ra l one (Phot. 4). 
The riverbed is wide with num erous bends in it, the  banks are low, w atery, and 
partly  overgrown by m arsh-w ater plants. The division s. z., w ith unfavourable 
banks b u t the  most extensive sheet of w ater, was crowded relatively heavily 
(Phot. 1).

Forty-nine species of w ater birds observed are listed in Section I I I .  In  the  
survey of species I  expressed the quan tita tive  estim ation first by  the so-called 
relative num ber (see Table I II )  and next by the num ber of occurrences of 
a given species in all the counts together. In  the  la tte r  case I  usually give the 
d istribution of meetings in particu lar m onths. Anas platyrhynchos, Mergus 
merganser and Larus ridibundus appeared regularly and in fairly large num bers. 
The num bers of M allards and Mergansers on the river in the  w inter depended 
to a high degree on the then  prevailing tem perature (Figs. 2— 4). A t the  tim e 
of thaw ing their num ber dropped rapidly to reach a m axim um  in severe frosty 
weather. The dates of disappearance of the w inter flocks of both  these spe
cies differed condiderably in particu lar years according to the  tem peratures 
prevailing early in the  spring. The interesting observations from the faunistic 
point of view were as follows: Podiceps auritus — April 17,1967, flock of 9 birds; 
Melanitta nigra —- November 15, 1965, 1 female; Larus argentatus — March 21, 
1969, 1 adult b ird; Rissa tridactyla — Novem ber 2, 1968, 1 juvenile.

Other interesting facts observed in the  la test years are the  more and more 
frequent w intering of Black-h eaded Gulls in the  tow n area of W rocław and 
the repeated a ttem pts of Coots to  w inter here.

The passages of birds in this section of the  Odra were very scanty compared 
w ith those in the  southern portion of the  middle course of the  Vistula. The 
Great Crested Grebe, Black-headed Gull and Lapwing are only exceptions. 
The spring passage was more pronounced th an  the au tum n one. The num ber 
of w intering birds was smaller here th an  in a similar section of the  Elbe. A s tr i
king fact is a very early appearance of some species (Larus ridibundus, Aythya 
fuligula, A . ferina) on the  Odra as com pared with other waters of Silesia.

РЕЗЮМЕ

В 1964—1967 и 1968/1969 гг. в период с октября по апрель проводились, каж
дых 7—10 дней (табл. I), на протяжении целого дня, на 26 километровом отрезке 
Одера под Вроцлавом, подсчёты (фиг. 1). Одер здесь урегулирован, сканализи- 
рован, имеет сильно загрязнённую воду. Ширина реки составляет 75—100 м. 
Кроме того имеется здесь 8 бассейнов, из которых наибольший имеет 22 га (фот. 1). 
Исследованный отрезок реки разделено на фрагменты, которые отличались между
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