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Birds of Lake Jegocin and Its Shore (Mazuria, Pisz District) 

Птицы озера Егоцин и его побережья (Мазуры, повят Пиш)

A b s t r a k t .  W sezonach lęgowych 1954—55, występowało w rejonie jeziora Jegocin 50 
gatunków ptaków, z których stwierdzono gnieżdżenie się trzydziestu pięciu (z gatunków rzad­
kich: Anser amer, Milvus migrans, Pandion hąliaetus i Falco peregrinus). Prócz tego 8 gatunków 
można uznać za prawdopodobnie lęgowe. Porównanie awifauny jeziora Jegocin z jeziorami 
w Finlandii i Estonii wskazuje, że zgrupowanie ptaków  jez. Jegocin jest zbliżone do zbiorni­
ków wodnych eutroficznych, gdzie czynnikiem ograniczającym liczebność awi fauny jest słabe 
zarośnięcie linii brzegowej.

I. W STĘP

Awi fauna naszych jezior nie jest dostatecznie zbadana. Przykładem tego 
jest stosunkowo mała liczba publikacji, poświęconych temu zagadnieniu (Kar­
czewski, 1953; Nowak, 1958; J ózefik, Swirski, 1961; Dobrowolski, 1961; 
Czarnecki, 1962; Lewandowski, 1964). Szczególnie dotkliwie daje się zau­
ważyć w piśmiennictwie brak opracowań zawierających dane ilościowe. Celem 
pracy jest przedstawienie rozmieszczenia i charakteru awifauny jez. Jegocin. 
Dane te traktować można jako cząstkowy materiał do charakterystyki awifauny 
polskich jezior.
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SUMMAR Y

The to ta l area of the lake chosen for study  is 129 hectares, of which about 
103 hectares fall to the  expanse of open w ater, whereas an inshore zone, 5— 7 m 
in w idth, is occupied by vegetation sticking up above w ater and composed, alm ost 
exclusively, of reeds. Observation was carried out from  23—30 Ju n e  1954 
and from 6—27 Ju ly  1955. In  1954 the gathering of m aterial consisted in esta­
blishing the  specific composition of birds in the  biotopes exam ined and defining 
the  na tu re  of staying of the  m ost abundan t species. D ata  concerning the quan ti­
ta tive  occurrence of birds in the  lacustrine biotopes were acquired by explo­
ring particu lar parts  of this reservoir system atically in 1955. As a result of 
such researches I  obtained inform ation on the  regionalization of particu lar 
pairs (on the  basis of nests found and the  occurrence of adults w ith young) 
and singing males. The results of these investigations are presented in the  
section dealing w ith  the  survey of species and partly  in Fig. 1. In  th is section 
an asterisk is used to  m ark the  species whose nests were found in the  study 
area in the years of observation. The species which according to field obser­
vations m ay be regarded as nesting b u t whose nests were not found are m arked 
w ith an asterisk in brackets „(*)“.

The density of and percentage relations within the groups of birds inhabi­
ting  particu lar biotopes of the  lake are given in Tables I  and I I ,  Table I  p re ­
senting these da ta  for the  birds of the  оp еп lake area and Table I I  for those 
of the  biotope of reeds. Table I I I  shows the specific composition and the natu re  
of stay  of birds in the  biotope of inshore vegetation. The species found m ost 
frequently  and in  largest num bers in this biotope were Fringilla coelebs, 
Luscinia luscinia, Troglodytes troglodytes and  Erithacus rubecula. Table IV  
gives the  specific composition and the na tu re  of stay  of birds in the  waterside
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biotope. Tlie term  „w aterside“ is here used for the 100-metre-wide wooded 
zone surrounding the  lake. The density of particu lar species throughout the 
lake and the percentage relations in this group of birds are presented in Table V, 
whereas Table У І shows the  population density of Podiceps cristatus, Anas 
platyrhynchos and Aythya fuligula on the  lakes Jegocin and Goldapiwo and 
Podiceps cristatus and Anas platyrhynchos on the  M alliner See in M ecklenburg 
(Ayrhya fuligula did not nest on the lakes examined in Mecklenburg). The

2c
quotient of sim ilarity (QS =  x l0 0 % ) calculated on the basis of dom inanta + b
as well as dom inant and additional species indicates a) greater similarities 
of Lake Jegocin to the  Finish lakes of the  Podiceps type th an  to those of the 
N yroca (Aythya) type  and b) somwhat lesser similarities of Lake Jegocin to 
the  E stonian lakes w ith Podiceps as their indicator genus th an  to  the  Finnish 
lakes of the  Podiceps type. These differences are due to different m ethods used 
to work out m aterial by P a l m g r e n  (1936) in F in land  and O n n o  (1958) in 
Estonia. A comparison of the  breeding avifauna of Lake Jegocin and th a t 
of the  Estonian lakes shows also th a t  the  M azurian lake under study  more 
resembles the  E stonian w ater reservoirs w ith Podiceps cristatus as a dom inant 
th an  those w ith  Podiceps auritus.

The occurrence of species typical of overgrown w ater reservoirs (e. g., 
Acrocepahlus arundinaceus) and those typical of deep reservoirs poorly grown 
over by vegetation (e. g., Podiceps cristatus) in the group of dom inants is, in 
my opinion, caused by  the  topography of Lake Jegocin (steep banks with 
a narrow  zone of reeds and beside them  shallow and overgrown bays). .I m ana­
ged to  establish th a t  Lake Jegocin is in term ediate between large eutrophic 
lakes, which have, according to D obrow olski (1961), a t least one of the environ­
m ental factors lim iting the w ealth of the  avifauna and large eutrophic lakes 
w ith p a rts  resem bling ponds in nature.

РЕЗЮМЕ

Общая поверхность исследованного озера составляет 129 га. Из этого на зер­
кало открытой воды приходится около 103 га. Побережье окружает тростник 
полосой, ширина которой равна от 5 до 7 м.

Наблюдения были проведены между 23—30. VI. J954 и 6—27. VI. 1955 гг. 
В 1954 г. определено видовой состав птиц в исследуемых биотопах и характер 
пребывания в этих биотопах найболее многочисленных видов. Материалы, каса­
ющиеся количественного состава, получено в 1955 г. путём систематического 
изучения отдельных участков этого озера. В итоге поисков получено данные об 
районировании отдельных пар (на основании найденных гнёзд и появляющихся 
взрослых особей с молодыми), а также певчих самцов. Результаты этих исследо-














